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FORESTRY FOREST ACTION PLAN

Forest Action Plan

2020 Statewide Forest Assessment & Strategy Update

The Indiana Forest Action Plan is a 10-year strategic plan and assessment for the Indiana forest conservation
community, our natural resource partners, land stewards and conservationists. It encompasses all of Indiana’s
approximately 5 million acres of statewide forest ownerships, including public and private, rural and urban. Its
purpose is to identify shared goals and priorities that enable the leveraging of scarce funding toward impactful,
landscape-scale forest conservation and desired future conditions.

The Forest Action Plan provides an analysis of forest conditions and trends, identifies strategies to ensure healthy
trees and forests into the future, and delineates priority forest landscape areas. It offers long-term strategies to
address threats to forest resources in the state, consistent with national priorities and meeting federal requirements.

The 2020 Forest Action Plan is being developed by the Indiana Division of Forestry, which is coordinating with the
Forest Stewardship Coordinating Committee, State Technical Committee, DNR Division of Fish & Wildlife, Hoosier




Indiana Department

o ek Roamro Forest Action Plan - Draft Development Process

* May 2017

* Guidance issued by The State and Private Forestry Board regarding Ten-year Revisions
of State Forest Action Plans

* https://www.stateforesters.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Strategies-and-Assessments-
10-Year-Revisions-Memo final2.pdf

il

MEMORANDUM

(o

ot

Date: May 19, 2017

To: State Foresters
Forest Service Regional Foresters, Station Directors, Area Director, ITF Director, and State & Private
Forestry Leadership

Re: Ten-year Revisions of State Forest Action Plans

The State and Private Forestry Board provides the following guidance as the Stote Forest Action Plans
approach the 10-year mark from their original completion in June 2010.

Background:

The state Forest Action Plans collectively represent the strategic plan for the nation's forests. As many of
wou will recall, the impetus for this historic effort grew out of the Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of
2008 (the 2008 Farm Bill) when Congress tasked the 50 states, eight territories, and the District of Columbia
with crafting assessments of the forests within their boundaries, and developing strategies to address
threats and improve forest health.

The resulting Statewide Forest Resource Assessments and Strategies, collectively referred to as the Forest
Action Plans, provide an analysis of forest conditions and trends, identify strategies to ensure healthy trees
and forests into the future, and delineate priority forest landscape areas. They offer practical, long-term
plans for investing state, federal, and other resources where they can be most effective in achieving
national conservation goals. All Forest Action Plans are publically available on the National Association of
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e Dgarnen, FORESTRY  Forest Action Plan - Draft Development Process

e September 2017

e “2020 Forest Action Plan” State Forester presentation to committee

e State of Indiana’s Forests — From Our Perspective — member presentations:
* IDNR — Division of Fish & Wildlife (Backs)
* |Indiana Forestry & Woodland Owners Association (Jackson)

* The Nature Conservancy, Indiana Chapter (Shaver)

e US Forest Service, Hoosier National Forest (Chaveas)

* Indiana Wildlife Federation (Wood)

* Indiana Hardwood Lumberman’s Association (Moistner)

* Purdue University, Forestry & Natural Resources (Farlee)

* Hoosier Environmental Council (Maloney)

e Urban Forestry Community (Purcell)

* The Ruffed Grouse Society/American Woodcock Society (Rudolph)

 Committee facilitated discussion session: input relating to previous presentations and
suggested changes to the 2010 plan
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e Dgarnen, FORESTRY  Forest Action Plan - Draft Development Process

e September 2018
* Presentation “Indiana Statewide Forest Action Plan 2020 Process” Brenda Huter,
Stewardship Coordinator, IDNR — Division of Forestry

* Presentation “Statewide Forest Action Plan 2020 - GIS Updates” Jill Flachskam, GIS
Specialist, IDNR — Division of Forestry

 Committee discussion session: review and changes to Indiana forestry issues list -
Brenda Huter, Stewardship Coordinator, IDNR — Division of Forestry
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e Dgarnen, FORESTRY  Forest Action Plan - Draft Development Process

e April 2019

* Partner outreach letter

A copy of your organization’s most recent strategic plan

Your organization’s priority forest areas

Any statewide or regional plans that you think should be incorporated
Any multi-state areas that are a priority

* Any other information you’d like to see included in the Forest Action Plan

e August - October 2019 - Compiled draft
 November - December 2019 - DNR internal review
e Draft release January 2020
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oo Dogarent FORESTRY Forest Action Plan

 Draft public review/comment https://www.in.gov/dnr/forestry/10319.htm
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Forestry

Submit A Public Comment on the Indiana Forest Action Plan

Contact Us

. .
® F l | I ‘ I I I e et I I I gS - | B D SIate FOIESLEropertics The Indiana Forest Acticn Plan is a 10-year strategic plan and assessment encompassing all of Indiana’s approximately 5 million acres of statewide forest

ownerships about 84% of which are privately owned. The purpese of the Forest Action Plan is to identify shared goals and priorities that enable the leveraging of
scarce funding toward impactful, landscape-scale forest conservation and desired future conditions. Comments regarding the management of the approximately
—_— = 150,000 acres of Indiana’s State Forests managed by the Division of Forestry sheuld be provided using other methads than this page.
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Tree Seedling Nurseries

public comment on draft — e
make revisions "
Links e E

State Forest Management

e Release final version along indtans Forastidion
with summary of public FIEIEESEUIN Pt
comments — June 2020

Strategic Gosks:

* Canserve, manage and protect existing forests, especially large forest
PLChES, with inreosed emphasis 06 cak regenerotion

« Restore, expond ond connect forests, especially in diparian oreas

* Cannect peopile to forests, especioly children ond land-use decision makers,

« Maintain ond ith
Sécondary processors and romating the environmental bengfits of woad
products 1o local communities and school groups

Double the size of Indiana’s urbon forest conopy with o focus on native
species diversity and community and youth ste wardshia




For more information about the Forest Action Plan or to be included in
updates about this topic, please email: ForestActionPlan@dnr.IN.gov
or call 317-232-4105.

Chris Gonso

Forest Action Plan Coordinator

Indiana Department of Natural Resources
402 W. Washington Street, Room W-296
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204
317-232-4105

DNR Thank you for your participation!!!
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